
Plenary Session: 

 

Speaker: Dr. James Bjornstad - Engaging 2021 

 

Description: Communicating the gospel of Jesus Christ can be misinterpreted or 

difficult to understand across religions and cultures. Examples of problems will be 

given to enhance our communication abilities. 

 

Bio: Professor of Philosophy, retired, Cedarville University, PhD New York University, 

researcher, author, and lecturer, co-founder of EMNR.  

 

 

Speaker: Pastor Calvin Lindstrom - Reclaiming Education - Jesus Christ the 

Foundation for Education 

 

Description: Public education has been influenced and guided by Marxist philosophy 

since at least the 1930s. It has fully taken over public education today. Reclaiming 

education of your children and grandchildren must be grounded in Jesus Christ as the 

foundation for education: 

 

Bio: Calvin Lindstrom (M.S. and M.Div.) has served as pastor of the Church of 

Christian Liberty since 2006 and has worked in Christian education for over 20 years 

as a teacher and administrator. He is the husband to Rebekah, father of six children, 

and blessed to have had a father and mother who were dedicated to the cause of 

Christ and the cause of Christian education. His mother has 45 children and great 

grandchildren all who have been home schooled or will be. 

 

Speaker: Dr. Corey Miller – Engaging Critical Race Theory 

 

Description: While you may not have heard of this ideology that has become the 

single most dominant motif on university campuses, you'd better learn of it fast as it 

has already infiltrated Christian churches, campus ministries, seminaries, and our 

academic societies, not to mention the highest levels of government here and abroad. 

What is it? Why does it matter? And how can I engage with it effectively? We will 

explore these questions and more. As one Princeton University professor has said, 

"false ideas are the greatest obstacles to the Gospel." To follow the apostle, Paul, 

and "beware of false philosophy" we must first become aware of what it is.  

 

Bio: Dr. Corey Miller grew up in Utah as a seventh generation Mormon, before coming 

to Christ as a teenager. He is CEO of Ratio Christi, an apologetics campus 

ministry.  He has graduate degrees in philosophy, religion & ethics, biblical studies, 

and a PhD in philosophical theology. His academic interests are in philosophy of 

religion and ethics, political philosophy, and ancient/medieval philosophical theology. 

He is a husband, father, and lead an international campus organization equipping 



faculty and students with historical, philosophical, and scientific reasons for following 

Jesus. We seek to help people make the connection between their world views and 

their vocation in one synthetic tapestry. 

 

Speaker: L.L. (Don) Veinot Jr. - Engaging Deceitful Spirits and Doctrines of 

Demons 

 

Description: The Enneagram is sweeping through the church in spite of its occultic 

origins. Its theology was crafted by Franciscan Priest, Richard Rohr who teaches a 

false God, false Christ, false salvation, and false view of Scripture. 

 

Bio: L.L. (Don) Veinot Jr. is co-founder and President of Midwest Christian Outreach, 

Inc., a national apologetics ministry and mission to new religious movements based 

in Wonder Lake, IL., with a branch office in Quincy, IL and Cape Coral, FL. He, along 

with his wife of 50 years, Joy, have been involved in discernment ministry as 

missionaries to New Religious Movements since 1987. He is a frequent guest on 

various radio and television broadcasts including The John Ankerberg Show as well 

as being a staff researcher and writer for the Midwest Outreach Journal and is co-

author of, Richard Rohr and the Enneagram Secret, A Matter of Basic Principles: Bill 

Gothard and the Christian Life, contributing author of Preserving Evangelical Unity: 

Welcoming Diversity in Non-Essentials, as well as articles in the CRI Journal, PFO 

Quarterly Journal, Campus Life Magazine, Journal of the International Society of 

Christian Apologetics, Midwestern Journal of Theology, The Christian Post and other 

periodicals. He is also co-host of the weekly “Unknown Webcast” on the Midwest 

Christian Outreach, Inc YouTube Channel. He was ordained to the ministry by West 

Suburban Community Church of Lombard, IL, at the Garden of Gethsemane in 

Jerusalem, Israel in March of 1997. Don is a charter member of ISCA (International 

Society of Christian Apologetics) and is also the current President of Evangelical 

Ministries to New Religions (EMNR), a consortium of Counter cult/apologetic 

ministries and missions to non-Christians. 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaker: James Pittman Jr. - Engaging the Church in its Mission 

 

Description: Jesus says in Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” The mission of the church is defined by the 

Lord here and we are not at liberty to change the mission. If the enemy can change 

the mission of the church, then he can in effect neutralize the gospel.  

 



Bio: James Lee Pittman, Jr., was born and raised in New Orleans, La. While studying 

premed at Howard University in Washington, D.C., he realized there was a greater 

disease than that of the body — the disease of the soul. Toward the end of his 

sophomore year, he began to grow in his faith and learn the value of discipleship 

through the Navigators Ministry. He went on to earn a B.S. in Biology and 

subsequently a Master of Divinity from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, 

Ill.  Since that time, James has devoted his whole being to Jesus Christ, serving not 

only the Lord but His people. Following graduation and while at Trinity, Pastor James 

worked for ten years as a mental health counselor in psychiatric crisis units at two 

local hospitals. Since coming to New Hope in 2007, he served as both elder and 

Associate Pastor before accepting the role of Senior Pastor in August 2013. 

 


