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DEAD MEN WaLKING

( FROMVM DOOR TO DOOR )

ne of the

most talked-about movies of

1995 was “Dead Man Walk-
ing.” Sean Penn played the part of a
man convicted of a capital crime and
under the death sentence. As such, his
life was futile and, though he lived for
a time after his conviction, he was
what you might call a “goner,” some-
one who is only marking time — al-
ready gone, already dead, yet walking
around.

We watched with fascination as
Penn’s on-screen character struggled
to come to grips with the dire situa-
tion in which he found himself and to
accept not only that he was going to
die, but that he deserved to. No hope
of parole, no mitigation for “good be-
havior.” He was helpless to undo any of the things he had done.

All of us are born under the condemnation of death because
of our crimes; our rebellion against God. We're goners. Dead
men (and women) walking. We have no hope in ourselves. We
cannot change our condemned status by dedicating ourselves to
doing God’s will, or preaching to others, or by trying our best to
be good from now on. We need the King’s pardon, and that is
why the gospel is GOOD NEWS. News of a pardon; an offer of
a new life!

But, the good news is only good news to those who accept
it. Hard as it may seem to believe, some prefer death to the ac-
knowledgment of guilt that must proceed the pardon. Many of
the walking dead deny the depths of their depravity and the utter
hopelessness of their situation. They shower daily, keep their
cells spotless, and brush their teeth everyday, not realizing the
utter futility of these actions to make a difference in the outcome.
Personal cleanliness will not commute their sentence, and every
day is one day closer to the day when they must take their final
steps down that corridor. Mercy, in the form of a pardon, is their
only hope.

Jehovah’s Witnesses (JW’s) know about the spiritual death

sentence that mankind
faces, but they do not understand just
how hopeless their situation is. They
are busy organizing the inmates, and
their hair is neatly cut, but all that is
futile. They are dead men walking and
will remain “dead” unless and until
they receive the King’s pardon by faith
alone.

Now, people say that dead men tell no
tales. But | have to insist not only do
dead men tell tales, but sometimes the
tales dead men tell are absolute
WHOPPERS! Otherwise what would
you call these?: false, prophetic Ar-
mageddon scares; life ‘patterns
recorded in Jehovah’s brain; medical
flim flam; pyramidology; Xerox
“resurrection”;  on-again-off-again
sheep and goat judgments; a fictional appointment by a conve-
niently invisible Jesus; organ transplants as cannibalism; and on
and on. Whoppers, without a doubt.

Yet, Jehovah's Witnesses are quite proud of their record of
taking these falsehoods faithfully door to door. On the back
cover of a very recent Watchtower* magazine (December 1,
1996), Catholics and Protestants are bashed for neglecting evan-
gelism, particularly of the door-knocking variety. The publica-
tion proudly boasts, “Despite Christendom’s failure to evangelize,
more than five million of Jehovah's Witnesses are following Je-
sus' command to 'go ... and make disciples of people of all the
nations." (Matthew 28:19-20; compare Acts 5:42) Their door to
door preaching is now carried out in more than 230 lands. The
message they bring is a positive one, highlighting the Bible's
wonderful promises for the future.”

Dear ones, what is wrong with this picture??? What do we
know about the so-called “positive message” they bring? It is
positively FALSE, that’s what! And, as far as the “wonderful
promises for the future,” the touted “promises” are not the
Bible’s promises at all, but are subject to change at a moment’s

(Continued on page 2)
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notice. One day’s so-called “Creator’s promise” becomes another day’s mere human
“speculation;” just another log on the fire, so to speak, when the time for its fulfillment
- runs out. The “Creator’s promises,” it seems, are made to be broken. The latest broken
“Creator’s promise” involves the generation that witnessed the events of 1914." Yet, —
the Jehovah’s Witnesses I run into don’t seem to notice the expiration date in the ﬁn\_
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print. They act as though they are serving up TRUTH.

Oftentimes when Jehovah’s Witnesses are backed into a corner Biblically or
shown embarrassing past teachings of the Society, such as the teaching that aluminum
cooking pots are a health hazard,” they will retreat to this timeworn rationale: “We are

" Don Veinot........oo............ President the only ones going door to door, therefore, we must be the true Christians.” Really?
Joy Veinot.................................. Director What about the postal workers, or the Mormons? “Well,” the argument becomes, “no
g?%l;tgrdhﬁ:g}cghc:c..:::: : L,Eagéfﬁf;; ;):;:lgocs door _to_dqor like we do; with our dedication, nufnbers, and the true gospel
Collette Placek . ... Copy Editing e to admit it is true that no one goes door to door just like the Jehovah’s Wit-

_ Charles Archer Plath .................... Artist  nesses. Does that prove anything about their Christianity?

: ADVISORY BOARD Neither rain, nor sleet, nor snow, nor dark of night, shall prevent the JWs from

T keeping their appointed rounds — and round, and round, and round they go, faith-

Dean, __ fully, fearfully, and futilely. Why do they do this? They work their neighborhoods,

Scmhemcivanr:)g:telicaﬁlc&minary ~ they traverse their towns, but, when they are through, they must do it all over again
2l e,
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tomorrow, and the next day, and the day after that. It is truly a journey without a
destination, a hope against hope, a hair shirt worn on the feet.

What is behind their faithful pavement pounding? Jehovah's Witnesses believe
that Jesus himself instituted “field service.” One of the first things he did, after taking

K""gr?;l‘:'m“ in accurate knowledge of God, answering the eighty questions, and being baptized,
Personal Freedom Outreach was to get those presses rolling, running off Wafchfower and Awake!* magazines.

St. Louis, Missouri

Then he sent the disciples out two by two, town by town, door to door, with spiritual

Dr. Michael Noble food for the masses, meat in due season. Is this true?
 Senior Pastor In Luke chapter ten, Jesus sent out 72 theocratic “ministers,” two by two to every
0""’“&?& ?{’”"’h town. He said to them in verses three and four, “Go! I am sending you out like sheep
P among wolves. Do not take a purse or sandals, and do not greet anyone on the road.”
Pastg;;:%;‘irt:mng « Verse five assures the faithful “publisher” (the individual JW), if there is no man ¢
West Suburban Comm. Church ~ peace in the house, the peace will return to the minister. So far, so good. However, now
Lombard, IL theocratically-minded “publisher” will voluntarily read verse seven (and, if forced to
Pastor Brad Bacon read, will NOT understand; trust me) where Jesus commands his ministers NOT to go
Senior Pastor, from house to house.
Be‘he::ﬁ;":";v ﬁ_hum“ Now, you may notice that the Bible does not say whether these early publishers
¢ T charged a set fee for their material, or whether they employed the tried-and-true
RB‘_"- Steven Kiipowicz method of “donation manipulation” to fund the work. Did they fill out time cards?
irector of Ministries, What w : : : 9
WCFC. TV-38 t were l_he reqmr‘ed hours for publishers and pioneers?
Chicago, IL These inconvenient “gaps” in the Biblical record are the reason why the theocrat-
Dan Leitch ically minded need the organization to interpret the scriptures for them and spell out
- Director of Lighthouse, the rules. What is a modern-day disciple of Jesus to do? Whatever the governing body
. Ggﬁﬁ: iregr C?ETmuTy says in the /atest instruction, that’s what! As a Jehovah’s Witness, you must learn that
i, S Eim, “staying in the truth” is like hitting a moving target, since the truth doesn’t just sit
A“‘I-'_'; A":r"sm there, like a bump on a log!
St John Lumm;_l Church . Do you remember the game of “Simon Says,” that we used to play as children?
Wheaton, IL “Simon” was the boss, the arbiter of all truth. The Watchtower’s faithful and discreet
%, Chad Meister, slgve is “Simon.” Whatever Simon says is TRUE, and STAYS TRUE, till Simon says
Director of Outreach, different. Present truth is whatever Simon currently proclaims, no matter what old
ghe fIJh:PeliL truths it may contradict. There is no arguing with Simon. Even more confusing, to
ray&.s aKe, = those with independent minds, is that Simon/Slave claims that all of his contradictory
g{zz:{}’:ﬁg‘; “; fdhff ?j{f”'m‘m; W?Iw’d be instructions come from the Lord! “Simon” is merely the channel by which these often-
iale, ! €ase send all corre- 4 [ Y 2 z
inondence & ubscroBon Gepiiric S the opposing “truths” are delivered to the faithful followers.
above address. Thank you for reading the For example, the July 1, 1943 Watchtower, p.205 tells us that “The Lord through
Journal . his 'faithful and wise servant’ [Simon, which at that time was Rutherford himself, pre-
Midwest Christian Outreach Inc. tending to speak for the entire class of 144,000 “anointed” elite] now states to us, ‘Le*
is a non-profit organization. us cover our territory four times in six months.’ This becomes our organization instruc\~
Financial donations are welcomed and tions and has the same binding force on us that his statement to the Logos when he
make this ministry possible. said, ‘Let us make man in our image.’ It is our duty to accept this additional instruction
; and obey it.
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“He [Jehovah] says the requirements for special pioneers
shall be 175 hours and 50 back calls per month ... and for regular
pioneers 150 hours and as many back calls and studies as can
properly be developed during that time. And for company pub-
lishers he says, ‘Let us make a quota of 60 hours and 12 back
calls and at least one study a week for each publisher.’ These

“directions come to us from the Lord through his established
agency directing what is required of us; and for those who really
love the Lord and are guided by his counsel, that is a reasonable
service requirement. This expression of the Lord's will should be
the end of the controversy.”

So in 1943, “Simon” said that Jehovah established the
quota of 175, 150, and 60 hours respectively, but foday “Simon”
says Jehovah’s requirements are different! And so, alas, the
“controversy” rages on. Wouldn’t truth be easier to keep up with
if it would just stand still??? But no, you had better jump aboard
that wagon, because it’s pulling out ... and you had better stay
aboard (Hold on tight!!), no matter how it twists and turns, IF
you expect Jehovah to

nasty apostates, IF, IF, IF. Very, very sad. Even sadder is the
truth that no amount of preaching, walking, or doing will com-
mute the sentence of a dead man. A pardon is needed but stu-
diously avoided in favor of dedication and hard work.

Religious organizations and their rules have no power to
pardon and save from death. A dedicated dead man is still dead.
There is nothing at all about dedication that saves anyone. What
is needed is life, a new, “live” birth intoc God’s family. Dedica-
tion may be nice, and door-to-door preaching may make you feel
good about your zeal for God, but until you have life, you’re just
a dead man walking ... from door to door.

How can the dead live? Life does not come from dedication
to Jehovah, but from receiving Christ, and having the Holy Spirit
indwell them. Romans 8:1 is very clear in this regard. There is
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ. To be “in
Christ,” according to the Bible, is to have the spirit of Christ
dwelling in you (Romans 8:9-10). Those “in Christ,” with Christ
in them, are the only live

protect you when Ar-
mageddon hits!!!

As an aside, one
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men and women walking
around this planet! Their
life is not futile, and they
are not dominated by
FEAR either.

Well, if we are alive,
then why aren’t we going
door to door? Even if we
grant that Jesus was send-
ing his disciples town to
town rather than door to
door, and told them to
stay in one house and not
to go from house to house;
didn’t Peter and the other
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apostles go door to door?
Is there a record of door-
to-door “field service” in
the book of Acts, or has
the scripture been bent
and twisted just a little bit
by a 20th century publish-
ing concern seeking door-

poor woman, whose heart

to-door salesmen on the

really did know that

“theocratic war strategy,” was no different from the garden-
variety lies her mama used to soap her mouth for, turned seven
shades of red, and attempted to change the subject, but the point
was made for time and eternity.,

“Well,” she answered lamely, “money is not the reason / go
from door to door.” And yes, when all is said and done, I knew
that money was not ser motivation for faithfulness out “in ser-
vice.” FEAR was her motivation. The fear of a slave of that
modern-day Simon Legree, the Watchtower Society. Bald, terri-
ble, “blowing-up-buildings, everybody’s-dead, huge-earthquake,
Armageddon-is-here” FEAR keeps her traveling door to door,
but will never take her home. Home is safety, security, surety,
and that’s not what the Society is offering their slaves. Jehovah
may protect you, IF, IF, IF. IF you go door to door faithfully and
endlessly, IF you keep God’s laws, IF you stay clear of those

cheap?

Let’s do a little inves-
tigation. Since not many of us are Greek scholars, a Greek Inter-
linear version of the Bible will come in handy for this. An Inter-
linear, for those who may not know, is a Bible which shows the
Greek text with the actual English translation directly under-
neath each word or phrase. Conveniently, the Watchtower Soci-
ety itself publishes one that will work just fine for our purposes:
the Kingdom Interlinear Translation, 1969 (purple) or 1985
(dark blue) edition.

Let’s first look at one of the Society’s favorite texts to goad
the poor “publishers” into faithfully peddling their wares:

Acts 5:42 (KIT) “And every day in the temple and from
house to house they continued without letup teaching and
declaring the good news about the Christ Jesus.”

If you look under the Greek text at the left, you will see that
(Continued on page 8)
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Wi‘[hin months after Charles Darwin
released his Origin of the Species in 1859, a revolution in think-
ing gripped the scientific world. Although, at the time, most
Christians had no idea anything was happening, no one today
doubts the far-reaching results of that revolution. During the
decades after Darwin, the notion of a natural world with no place
for God became a new, nearly unanimous understanding among
intellectuals, eventually reshaping every academic discipline, as
well as education, government, and even the church. Now, by the
close of the twentieth century, even popular culture accepts Dar-
win’s theory of naturalistic evolution as settled fact.

The Christian church wasn’t ready for Darwin.

At the time Darwin wrote, and even for decades afterward,
Christian leaders thought it was important to defend the view
that the world was created in exactly 4004 BC, as commemo-
rated in the play Inherit The Wind. Christian arguments against
evolution reflected not only dogmatism and weak reasoning, but
something much worse. Early Christian apologists in this field
often showed a lack of understanding of what natural selection
was, not to mention the reasons people believed in it. Christians
couldn’t respond in a convincing way to a doctrine they under-
stood only dimly and, when we look back at some of the argu-
ments Christians first advanced against the doctrine of naturalis-
tic evolution, we can only grimace in embarrassment.

Most Christians today can answer
evolutionists effectively. but
their ability to change any
minds on this issue is
minimal. Why? Too
much time passed with-
out a coherent, credible,
Christian voice to coun-
teract Darwin’s theory.
Darwinism managed to
distance God from cre-
ation and the natu-
ral world ... with
the effect that

by Dennis McCallum

even people who hold a dim belief that God exists regard him as
irrelevant to their daily lives. We can only wonder what would
have happened if some of the current sophisticated, convincing
Christian arguments were at hand when Darwin first wrote.

Unfortunately, Christian leadership wasn’t ready for the in-
tellectnal challenges of the late nineteenth century, with devas-
tating results.

The New Revolution

Now, in the late twentieth century, we are caught up in a
revolution that will likely dwarf Darwinism in its impact on ev-
ery aspect of thought and culture: postmodernism. Unlike Dar-
winism, postmodernism isn’t a distinct set of doctrines or truth
claims. It’s a mood ... a view of the world characterized by a
deep distrust of reason, not to mention a disdain for the knowl-
edge Christians believe the Bible provides. It’s a methodology —
a completely new way of analyzing ideas. For all its diverse ideas'
and advocates, postmodernism is also a movement — a fresh
onslaught on truth that brings a more or less cohesive approach
to literature, history, politics, education, law, sociology, linguis-
tics, and virtually every other discipline, including science. And
it is ushering in a cultural metamorphosis — transforming every
area of everyday life as it spreads through education, movies,
television, and other media.

Just as Darwinism wasn’t easy to understand 150 years ago,
postmodernism and its impact aren’t immediately easy to grasp.
Postmodern thinking surrounds us — and sways us, even in the
church. The postmodern revolution is still happening, and we as
Christians still have an opportunity to influence the outcome —
if we don’t wait too long.

The Challenge of Modernism

Until recently, the consensus in secular (non-Christian)
thought has been modernism. Modernists view the world, includ-
ing humans, as one gigantic machine, placing their faith in ratio-
nality (the ability of humans to understand their world), empiri-
cism (the belief that knowledge can only be gained through our
senses), and in the application of rationality and empiricism
through science and technology. Make no mistake — the modern
world view continues to exert great influence on contemporary
culture. Recent developments in the
fields of animal intelli-
gence, artificial in-
telligence, and

Page 4
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the genetic basis for behavior, for example, are alarming and
powerful challenges to God’s word. Each of these developments
requires a response from thoughtful Christians.

Modernism continues to hammer away, landing effective
blows on theism, the belief in an infinite personal God. But aca-
demicians, the thought-shapers who teach in our colleges and
universities — whose opinions sooner or later influence the rest
of society — are clearly discarding modernism and embracing
postmoderism in growing numbers. Popularized forms of post-
modern thinking are diffusing into mainstream culture with a
speed never imagined in Darwin’s day. If we don’t energetically
grapple with postmodernism and learn to communicate in its
terms, we can never hope to push back the ideological tide.

The Challenge of Postmodernism:
It is the death of truth as we know it.

Like Darwin’s theory of evolution, postmodernism origi-
nated in intellectual and academic circles, which is why most
Christians are unclear about what postmodernism is. Even
Christian leaders and thinkers become confused as they are as-
saulted by the strange or even seemingly nonsensical language of
postmodern analysis. But postmodernists are far from insane.
They present a dangerously convincing case for their view — a
view that ultimately directly undermines all possibility of know-
ing objective truth (that is, truth that is true whether one believes
it or not).

Postmodernism, as it applies in our daily lives, is the death
of truth as we know it.

And once again, Christians aren’t ready for a major chal-
lenge to the Christian world view. Christians stand unprepared
to answer postmoderism because its concepts are hard to phrase
in everyday terms. Postmodern jargon is difficult for most people
to decipher, and recent books on postmodernism, secular and
Christian, offer little help because they are written by scholars
Jor scholars. That wouldn’t be a problem if postmodernism were
Just another intellectual knot for academics to busy themselves
untying. Yet, we see signs of postmodern analysis at every turn.
We won’t say whether we think the following examples are good
or bad in this article, but do examine them in the book, The
Death of Truth. You may be surprised that they share a common
basis in postmodern theory:

*The “political correctness” movement, an attempt by
schools and corporations to control what students and employees
say.

*A ripening view around the country that courts never pro-
vide fair trials to members of racial minorities or less affluent
socio-economic groups, because courts operate only to guard the
privileges of the dominant culture — wealthy, white males.

*A reluctance among educational and parental experts to
correct, confront, grade, test, or group children, based on the be-
lief that labels stuck on children stick for life — so-called
“labeling theory.”

*Tolerance gone extreme, as in the increasingly common
view that we should never criticize another culture or question
an individual’s moral decisions, because all views deserve equal
respect.

*A declining emphasis in schools on helping students mas-
ter the literature, history, values, and philosophy of Western cul-
ture, and a growing emphasis through multicultural education
on students determining their own standards of literacy — ac-

cepting, for example, non-standard or “street English” as its own
legitimate language.

*New calls for segregation based on race, such as Afrocen-
tric schools.

*The increasingly widespread belief that every hurt is in-
tentional, every accident legally actionable. Radical victimology
means that victims of all kinds belong to a marginalized, re-
pressed group with only one hope: to strip power from the domi-
nant group — the victimizers.

*Histories that purposely leave out even major past events
to further the agendas of oppressed special-interest groups
(examples: feminist, or gay and lesbian histories).

*The belief that “male” and “female” are actually socially
created categories intended to enslave women to men. Hu-
mankind is said to comprise not two sexes but at least five gen-
ders: heterosexual women, heterosexual men, homosexual
women, homosexual men, and bisexuals. These genetically
rooted identities are to be affirmed by our educational system and
protected by the courts.

*Hostility toward science: When, for example, the Smithso-
nian Institution’s Museum of American History received money
to add an exhibit on American Science, the funders expected to
see displays commemorating the achievements of science over
the past century. Instead, they found mainly “a catalogue of envi-
ronmental horrors, weapons of mass destruction and social injus-
tice. Among all the displays of pesticide residue, air pollution,
acid rain, ozone holes, radioactive waste, food additives, and nu-
clear bombs, there was no mention that the life expectancy in the
United States has more than doubled in the last century, the pe-
riod covered by the exhibit.”'

The list could go on. Here is the point: Although we might
not understand how all these things are connected, they are, in
fact, all manifestations of our culture’s alarming postmodern
shift. In recent years, Christians have been concerned about rela-
tivism and the growth of New Age religions. But these are only
the tip of the iceberg.

Our Goal

In the book The Death of Truth, 1 and the other contributing
authors seek to show where postmodernism impacts your culture.
Occasionally, we will refer to thinkers unfamiliar to you. We
encourage you to just keep going. Reading this book and finding
your way through the maze of postmodernism won’t be the easi-
est thing you’ve ever done, but we hope it will be one of the most
rewarding. Devoting time to digest the material will give you an
invaluable understanding of this powerful movement — an un-
derstanding you will need in years to come. Parents, especially,
can’t afford to miss the material covered in this book. For inter-
ested readers, we provide additional detail in notes at the end of
the chapters.

We’ll look at some definitions and compare the fading, sec-
ular world view of modernism with the new world view of post-
modernism.”

Then, we will see how postmodern thinkers analyze and
interpret several areas of contemporary life and thought. Again,
if you feel confused at points, keep reading. Postmodernism is
confusing, just as Darwin’s ideas were. 150 years ago. But, as you
see how postmodernism impacts crucial areas of your life, the
definitions will make more sense. Soon, you’ll be able to spot

(Continued on page 8)
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here is a story of a wealthy woman who, when she
reached heaven, was conducted to a very plain house.
She objected. “Well,” she was told, “that is the
dwelling place prepared for you.”

“Whose is that fine mansion across the way?” she asked.

Her guide replied, “It belongs to your gardener.”

“How is it that he has a house so much better than mine?”

“The houses here are prepared from the materials that are
sent up. We do not choose them; you do that by your faithfulness
while on earth.”

This may be a story, but it bears a profound truth about the
“treasures” we accumulate.

As I think back on the past year and prepare for this new
year, I am humbled, and exhilarated at the same time. Over the
last year, the pre-recorded helplines for Jehovah’s Witnesses and
Mormons have received over 7,800 phone calls. We have re-
ceived over 800 calls on the live helpline. Our web site has had
over 2,000 visits. We have mailed out about 21,000 Journals as
well as hundreds-of booklets, audio and video tapes, and other
resource information. Most of those who.gall are desperate and
do not know where, to turn ces are sent out to

Walter Marun would pomt out: when he was hosting his radio
show, it takes money m pay lhe hght and phone bllls

can open a Jehovah’s Wlmes
quam:r of 1997
have taken place. Itis c
fulness of those who voluns
will not allow me to list th
“Thank You.” You each
more than you know.
We receive letters, e-mai !
ment, which we typically do not pubhsh ina effcrl to save space
for the articles and information in the Journal that will help in-
dividuals leave destructive groups or equip believers to defend

Inc.

_fect and preve
" ingly, today, some Korean people came to visit a neighbor here

.

the faith. I will make an exception in this issue, and share three
letters that hopefully will be as encouraging to you as they were
to us here.

“Don and Joy,

I just wanted fo praise God for His faithfulness in your most
recent Journal publication. I have now read the Journal over two
vears and watched its development. MCO is getting better and
better and more professional along the way. Please continue fo
bring informative, well-researched articles to my mailbox; for
you just don’t know the number of ‘other’ readers who have been
affected by the articles published.

I've got to tell you this. I just got my computer back about
two weeks ago after it was removed from my premise due to a
Stealth-C virus that began to disrupt services in the system.
Since it has been back, a preloaded virus protection software
called VirusScan95 kas been working behind the scenes to pro-
any other hazardous wastes! Interest-

he apartment complex (all seminary students). They pre-
nted themselves as ‘people interested in uniting the Korean
ommunity." They were merely. wolves in sheep s clothing —
'y were Jehovah'’s Wi E

vell, I quickly took on the f
prayerﬁ:!ly disabling the schemes of these people. They soon de-
cided o leave the premises because, “Christians offer too many
varied interpretations of the Bible. ” This reminds me of the need
of a ministry like MCO, CRI, PFO, and many more. How vital
your organization is-to’ churches. But why can’t they recognize
the need? I pray the tG ill ‘open up opportunities for
churches to desire a Vi from MCO — for protection
and prevention/

o) work! For Jesus’s reputation,

¥ Rty ks

An e-mail from a missionary in South Colombia reads:
“Dear Don,

A funny thing happened on the way to rest and relaxation
the other day ... I was on vacation in Cartagena, and I led my
Jirst cultist to Christ! Can you believe it!? A now-EX-Jehovah's
Witness prayed with a friend and [me], confessing Christ as God
and Saviour! Pretty neat story. What follows is going to be my
November prayer letter. Thought I would shoot a copy off to you,
and thank you again profusely for all the help you have been to
my ministry here. Here is the letter:

BRASS DOOR KNOCKERS
AND THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

So, there I was, walking through the beautiful colonir
streets of Cartagena, looking up and gawking at the gorgeoh.
Spanish architecture of the famous Old City. I was walking with
a girl from a church up there (no, folks, no romance here, hope
you 're not disappointed!), when we came upon a popular tourist
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attraction: an old Spanish mansion, with a huge, wooden door
and large, brass door knockers. Ever the stupid tourist, |
grabbed one of the door knockers and said, “Look at me, huh,
huh ..."” when suddenly, unexpectedly, the door opened and out
. came the security guard. I was feeling mighty foolish.

My friend, however, began to ask him about the door, Our
new friend, Max, began to tell us all about the door, the knock-
ers, and ... “hey, why don’t you guys come in and I'll give you
the tom'?” As :‘I was 8:30 PM, the build:‘ng was.e

did we) that 1
life forever. .

was nearly ready to receive Christ. But he had one last doubr. It

wasn't about the trinity, or the deity of Jesus, the existence of

Hell, the physical resurrection of Jesus, or blood transfusions.

“After another disappointment with God,” he said, “how do |
' know that what you are preaching is the truth?”

I told him that the doctrine of trusting Christ alone for sal-
vation was 2,000 years old and had been preached by the earli-
est fathers of the church. This is not the product of some 19th
century movement centered on the fantastic story of one individ-
ual, like the other three groups he had been in, and we showed
him many verses to back this up. But what really penetrated his
heart was the following: “Max, I don’t think we're here by-dcci-
dent. I think God saw your heart, your wife s keer! (she was a!.s'p’
doubting the Watchtower), your ?runger and rhrrst ﬁ:r H:m, artd'

your pmordi&appamﬁ ‘.
send tﬁ?“?‘?yrk right ﬁ) 27
heard;your cry, anc

and !egz’i all the |
Can yoi b g Wed
king down a’str ey are abou m pass by a building
1 'meg;_z__‘y_lbearr When & pair éf brass door
knockers catches their eye[s]. One of them px’ajﬁ the stupid
fourist, the contact is made, the Spirit moves, the need is met.
God'’s sovereignty leaves us in awe once again. Do we serve a
cool God or what?
The weight of the world and years of deception seemed to
Jfall instantly off Max's shoulders. Smiling, he thanked us and
thanked us, and said, “This is the best present I have had all
year!”
Me too.
Really blown away in the fridge,
Kevin

“Don,

1 know it must be really out of the ordinary to lead a JW to
Christ on only the second contact, but.the HobASP:r:r def initely
set us up for this one. Max had even done door to door i in a place
in Colombia called Uraba, a vwience-wracked place Ihar is in
serious need of some blue helmets.; But he was far from the typi-
cal intransigent Witness. Actually, wherg w@aﬂed ralkmg
about the deity of Christ, heﬁ{dmwed Npﬁt\__ br

¥ :

Thomas said to Jem
Watchtower doctrin

Another note of éncouragement:

“Dear Mr. Veinot,

Quite a while ago, I called you and spoke ro You concerning

my involvement with the Chicago Church of Christ (Boston

Church of Christ). I was overwhelmed with guilt and fear and

you spoke to me for a long time. I cannot begin to tell you what
our talk meant to me. It changed my life.

I had been baptized in the CCC, but I think that was out of
Jear of eternal damnation. Afterward, I lived in constant turmoil,
always feeling as if I were on the verge of losing my salvation.

You helped me to understand that salvation is a free gift and
if we cannot earn it (or deserve it) in the first place, how can we
lose it? God bless you.

Christ Community Church, on your recommendation, is the
church I now attend. I suppose as a Christian I will always feel
I'm not doing enough for the Lord, but what I do now is out of
gratitude for His grace and mercy in my life, not out of fear. Big
difference!

Now, aﬁer many months I would like to heip your ministry

thful ‘supporters who have
i raycrs and ﬁnancml part-

and reachcs out to those in cults and non-believers becomes part
of your “building material.” It should be quite an exciting house
warming when you get there. Thank you for partnering with us
and have a blessed new year.Q

L.L. (Don) Veinot Jr.,

President

%{omnal
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(Continued from page 3

the English under the Greek that the WTBTS** has translated
“from house to house” is “according to house.” In order to check
their consistency, we’ll have to find another place where this
exact Greek phrase is translated and, indeed, we find that in Acts
chapter two.

Acts 2:46 (KIT) “And day after day they were in constant
attendance at the temple with one accord, and they took their
meals in private homes ...".

The same expression in the Greek “kat oikov”
(“according to house” in the English underneath) that in Acts
5:42 is rendered “from house to house” is here rendered “in pri-
vate homes™ (as well as in numerous other plac:es).3 Now, I am
noft saying Acts 5:42 cannot be rendered “from house to house.”
What I am saying is it could as easily and correctly be rendered
“in private homes,” a fact that the Watchtower Bible and Tract
Society is well aware of, yet, they allow for no other translation,
for to do so would allow their slaves the freedom to go door to
door or not go door to door, as they individually see fit. This
Christian freedom of choice, in which Paul urges Christians to
stand fast at Galatians chapter five, explains why you will indeed
see some “live” Christians going from door to door, while others
choose alternative and, perhaps, more effective methods of
“preaching the good news” to a needy world.

But wait a minute here! Didn’t the apostle Paul, the one
who claimed authority as the apostle to the Gentiles (Galatians
2:8), say in Acts 20:20 he had taught the Ephesians both publicly
and from house to house? Let’s check the Interlinear again ...
hmmmmm ... same phrase “according to house” under the
Greek. So, again, it could just as easily be rendered the way they
translated Acts 2:46, couldn’t it? Paul taught in public places,
and in private homes.

In fact, though the Watchtower Society often uses this text
to pummel its people about going out in service, they truly do
know what Paul really meant here. In the 1972 Watchtower So-
ciety book Organization For Kingdom - Preaching and Disciple-
Making, p.56, they say about this passage, “Paul reminded the
elders of Ephesus that he had taught them, not only publicly, but
also from house to house ... A congregation was established in
Ephesus and other cities. For lack of public meeting places that
could be rented or hired, the local congregation would meet in
the private home of a dedicated, baptized, believer, and to con-
gregational meetings in the homes interested persons could be
invited.”

So according to “Simon” (at least when this book was writ-
ten), what did the phrase “from house to house” mean here in

s T
S i

(Continued from page 5)
postmodern thinking all around you — on TV, in the movies, in
your children’s classrooms, in song lyrics, and on the news. The
book, The Death of Truth, brings together a group of researchers
and experts who will explain in plain language how postmod-
ernism applies to everyday concerns, such as:

*Your next visit to the doctor may drop you into the lap of
occult healing techniques. Postmodern rhetoric has eased the in-
troduction of alternative medicine into nursing and medical
schools, where superstition is now taught as being no less credi-
ble than proven scientific principles.

this passage? It meant that they met in private homes for con-
gregational meetings. This was not about going door to door
seeking interested persons, or separating the sheep and the goats,
or whatever other imaginary events occur in door-to-door en-
counters! This is about inviting interested persons to come to
them in the private home of a Christian.

I am not attempting to justify laziness in witnessing about
the Gospel. If we have love in our hearts for people, we will urge
people to be reconciled to God by accepting the pardon he offers,
as if God through us was pleading with them. We are to be am-
bassadors for Christ and to give an answer for all who ask
(2Corinthians 5:18-20; 1Peter 3:15). But, the very first qualifica-
tion for a good ambassador is LIFE! Dead men have nothing to
offer. Q

Love to all,

Joy

Ephesians 2:4-9 “Because of his great love for us, God,
who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we
were dead in transgressions ... it is by grace [unmerited
kindness!] you have been saved. And God raised us up with
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in
Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show
the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kind-
ness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift

of God, not by works, so that no man can boast.”

*Watchtower and Awake/ magazines are bi-monthly publications of the Watchtower
Bible and Tract Society, a.k.a. Jehovah’s Witnesses.

**Watchtower Bible and Tract Society.

End Notes _
1. In the Watchtower Society's continuing effort to cover up, redefine and, very ™
likely, eventually eliminate the year 1914 (which was an embarrassing, blatant, false
prophecy), the October 22, 1995 issue of Awake/ magazine on p.4 in the box “Why
Awalke/ Is Published,” the last sentence reads:
“Most important, this magazine builds confidence in the
Creator's promise of a peaceful and secure new world be-
fore the generation that saw the events of 1914 passes
away."”
In the very next issue (November 8, 1995) that same “Creator’s promise”
changed to:
“Most important, this magazine builds confidence in the
Creator's promise of a peaceful and secure new world that
is about to replace the present wicked, lawless system of
things."” [Our bold type.]
2. Golden Age, August 8, 1928, p.710-713; Golden Age, November 14, 1928,
p-115; Golden Age, August 21, 1929. This is one of the Society’s numerous, embar-
rassing, absurd, and obviously false teachings.
3. The exact same Greek phrase “xat owov” (“according to house” in the English
underneath) also appears again in Romans 16:5; 1Corinthians 16:19; Colossians
4:15; and Philemon 1:2. In EVERY instance, the WTBTS translates these to mean
a person's private home (i.e.: “in their house,” “at her house™)!

*There’s a good chance your children will be educated in
student-centered classrooms — not having teachers transmit
knowledge to them, but the postmodern way — creating knowl-
edge themselves.

*You will find out why people no longer accept the words
of a written text, including the Bible, at face value, thanks to
“deconstruction.”

*A crucial lesson for all students to grasp: History class has,
become a platform for radical political and social agitation. His-
tory is no longer the search for “what happened,” but an opportu-
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)
nity for formerly excluded and silenced groups in a society, such
as gays and lesbians, finally to be heard. Postmodern analysis of
history makes it possible.
*Reality is in the mind of the beholder. This central
¥ premise of postmodern psychology shouts at us in bookstores, on
TV shows, and in the advice our neighbors give.

*Court decisions seem increasingly absurd. Why? Post-
modern legal scholars and lawyers interpret the United States
Constitution to mean what it means to them, not what its writers
intended. The real and potential changes to government and law
make the “liberal vs. conservative” struggles of the past two
decades seem insignificant.

*Why do our American students lag behind the rest of the
developed world in the sciences? Part of the reason is Western
imperialism. The front page of the Wall Street Journal quoted a
postmodern “feminist historian of science” who said that male-
dominated science has assaulted nature like a violent man ex-
ploits a helpless woman. “A passive nature had to be interro-
gated, unclothed, penetrated, and compelled by man to reveal her
secrets.”

*Your neighbors think your faith is “right for you.” Unlike
modernism, which treated religion as superstition, postmod-
ernists happily accept any religion — as long as it makes no
truth claims to universal truth or authority. Religion is at the
heart of the postmodern revolution. How does a Christian live
and share his or her faith in a gullible, undiscerning world?

*You even may find that you have been influenced by post-
modern ideas yourself!

(4

After we see how postmodernism is impacting all these ar-
eas of life, we will work to glean some positive lessons from post-
modern thought and, in the closing chapters of the book, suggest
how Christians can respond to this attractive yet menacing world
view. Q

End Notes

1. Robert L. Park, “The Danger of Voodoo Science,” The New York Times (Sunday,
July 9, 1995), “OP-ED.”

2. The boundaries of postmodern thought aren’t easy to describe, especially since
postmodernists rebel against categories and labels, which they consider prisons. In
addition, postmodernism has deeply influenced a number of related ideologies as
they stand today, such as feminism and liberation theology. Some feminists may de-
plore the outcome of deconstructive postmodernism but, in fact, they depend on post-
modern methods and accept basic postmodem assumptions, which are instrumental
in the spread of postmodernism. Just as intellectual historians identified a romantic
revolt against enlightenment while nevertheless accepting its underlying assump-
tions, today, related groups do the same with postmodemism. For this popular study,
we are lumping all such groups with postmodemists.

3. Elizabeth Fee, The Wall Street Journal (Monday, July 10, 1995): p.1.

The Jowrnal would like to thank Dennis McCallum for untangling this issue's
“Spider's Web.” Dennis is a contributing author and General Editor of the
book The Death of Truth. This article is the first chapter of the book (with
some slight modifications) and is used by permission from Dennis. Dennis is
the author of numerous articles on apologetics as well as several books, in-
cluding Christianity: The Faith That Makes Sense and Walking in Victory and
is also co-senior pastor at Xenos Christian Fellowship in Columbus, Ohio.
Xenos focuses its ministry on evangelism, community development, and dis-
cipleship through home groups. His M.A. in Biblical Studies and Historical
Theology is from Ashland Theological Seminary. We highly recommend the
book The Death of Truth, which is published by Bethany House Publishers.

easonable Faith

by
Dr. William Lane Craig

$49.95

phus $5 .00 S&H)

When skeptics raise tough questions, you need 1o give straight
answers. Dr. William Lane Craig will teach you how to:

Expose the absurdity of life without God
Demonstrate that God exists.

Frove that Jesus rose from the dead.

This powerful program is on 10 full length audio cassettes and is a
must for group leaders or any student of the Bible. Reasonable
Faith offers practical answers, positive solutions and plenty of
personal applications. Order your copy TODAY!

Call

1-800-474-2167

2 Extraordinary
Offers

24 Hours a Day 7 Days a Week

Will The Real Jesus Please Stand-Up!

The debate between Dr. John Dominie Crossan, Founder and Co-
Director of The Jesus Seminar, and Dr
William Lane Craig, Apologist and
Philosopher, attempts to answer the
questions:

Who was Jesus Christ?
What substantiated His claim to be the Son of God
Was He simply a man who started a movement?
Did He rise from the dead?

William F. Buckley, 3%
Jr. moderated the
debate and entered
into a discussion
with the two
debaters at the end of the evening. If you've been puzzled over what
The Jesus Seminar is attempting to do, what one of its leading
proponents believes about Jesus, and how an articulate evangelical
would respond to these positions, this program s for you. Order

your copy TODAY! $ 1 4 9 5

(plus $3 00 S&H)

Turner-Welninski.
Publishing

e
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Make Plans Now To
Attend These

1997 Conferences!
=

Join MipwesT CHRISTIAN QOUTREACH, INC. ON AN

EXCITING TRIP TO ISReAL! CALL FOR DETAILS AND AN
INFORMATIVE BROCHURE,

:***‘k*****‘k******************************

Holy Land Tour

March 12-21, 1997
Co-sponsored by

Midwest Christian Outreach, Inc.
For information call: Fred Greening
630/279-7964
(or call: 630/627-9028)

e Defend the Faith Conference
JANUARY 4:

May 1-3, 1997
Marty Butz, “Six Characteristics of Cultic Churches.” _ Sponsored by
Midwest Christian Outreach, Inc.
JANUARY 11: To be held at
Craig Branch, “Evangelicals Promoting Rev. Moon?” Lombard Bible Church
. Lombard, IL
JANUARY 18: For information call: 630/627-9028
Ron Rhodes, “What Your Child Needs To Know About God.”
JANUARY 25: Cornerstone Festival
Paul Cardin, “International Counter-Cult Outreach.” J‘;;iijﬂ:,?:?
FEBRUARY 1:

Jesus People USA
To be held in
Bushnell, IL
For information call: 312/561-2450

Kurt Goedelman & G. Richard Fisher, “The Confusing World of
Benny Hinn.”

FEBRUARY 8:

Jhan Moskowitz, “Everything You Always Wanted to Know Caribben Cult Cruise 1997
About Jewish Evangelism But Were Afraid to Ask Your Rabbi.” July 11-14, 1997
3 Sponsored by

FEBRUARY 15; . . The Association for
Renee Halley, “Children and the Occult. Theological Studies
FEBRUARY 22: For information call: 1-800-466-9871
Ravi Narasimhan, “Reaching Hindus.” (Minn. res. call: 612/366-9480)
MARCH 1: Witnesses Now For Jesus
Jim Leffel, “The Death of Truth.” Oct, 24-26, 1997

. Sponsored by
M“_\RCH 8: Personal Freedom Outreach
Eric Pement, “Cults and the Resurrection.” To be held in
MARCH 15: New Ringgold, PA

For information call: 610/381-3661

P
S

Dr. James Sire, “Why Should Anybody Believe Anything At All?"

MARCH 22:

Poray Casimier, “Should You Invite Louis Farrakhan To Speak
At Your Church?”

MARCH 29:
Bob Pardon, “B’ahai: A Religion for our Time."

Saturdays at 6PM on
106.7 WYLL

If you cannot receive the broadcast, or if you missed a show you
wanted to hear cassette tapes are available for $5.00 each.
Just call or write us.

VEVRVEVEVEVLVEVEVEVEVEVEVRVEVEVEVEVEVEVEVEVEVEVRVEVRVEVEVEVEVEVEVRVE R VS SV EVETS ST SVRTS RIS RS B R B BB B0 B R0 B0 5

But in your hearts set
apart Christ as Lord. Al-
ways be prepared to give
an answer fo everyone
who asks you to give the
reason for the hope that
you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect.
e A Ak ke ke ke ke ek ek ke sk sk ke ke ke ke ke ke ok 1Peter 3:15
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1 997 Defend The Faith Conference

~May 1-3, 1997 in Lombard, IL

\ ; , Conferece Schedule
A National Conference To “Equ The Saints” ~ Thursday - May 1, 1997
In This Age Of Religious Pluralism ST pam < Regiracion

7:00 p.m. - Music - Sandy Rios
7:30 p.m. - Welcome - Don Veinot
8:00 p.m. - Plenary Session #1

25 Dr. Ron Rhodes - “Is Jesus Really The Only Way?”
Workshops! Friday - May 2, 1997

9:00 a.m. - Plenary Session #2
Duane Magnani - “The End of Jehovah’s Witnesses”

10:15 a.m. - Break

Seven f‘lenary 10:30 a.m. - Workshop Session #1

Sessions! 11:45 am. - Lunch Break

1:30 p.m. - Plenary Session #3

5 Don Veinot - “Designer Faith”

Special Music! 2:45 p.m. - Break

3:00 p.m. - Workshop Session #2

5:00 p.m. - Dinner Break

Register Today for 7:00 p.m. - Music - Grace & Glory |
S ial Price! 7:30 p.m. - Plenary Session #4
a speqial Fnce: Jim Leffel - “The Death Of Truth”

Saturday - May 3, 1997
4’ 9:00 a.m. - Plenary Session #5

James Walker - “Unmasking Modem Cults” ,

Registration Fees

10:15 a.m. - Break '
Early (Before February 28, 1997) 10:30 a.m. - Workshops Session #3 \
IOERVIAUAL ... oo sencs oo st S S $30.00 11:45 a.m. - Lunch Break ‘
W NS W SEOENIE SOVRRPIN, CUM SR B 1:30 p.m. - Plenary Session #6
| Bill Honsberger - “The Rise Of The Mystery Reli- 5
| Pre-Register (After February 28, 1997) gions: The Return Of Eros And Ecstasy” '
| Individual .............oooccoooeoeeeccee $35.00 | igg P-m-‘?‘{caﬁsh S et |
: i pm. - or op $s10n |
‘ FAY s ..o o rpteie . 1890'00 4:15 p.m. - Break
. 4:30 p.m. - Workshop Session #5 |
On-site (Whole event)................._ . . $40.00 5:45 p.m. - Break i
15 S $20.00 | | 600 p.m. - Plenary Session #7 - Panel discussion |
‘ 7:00 p.m. - Conference Ends .
- - S e
Complete the form below. Cut out and mail to:
Midwest Christian Outreach, Inc., P.O. Box 455, Lombard, IL 60148-0455
. (Please Print) i , ]
Waiis }:ny. Description Amount Total
Organization Early family
Address ' Early Individual
City Pre-Registration =
Family __l
o SR L Pre-Registration |
Code ( ) Phone # Individual
Grand Total Enclosed

| 1
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. g NON-PROFIT ORG.
Midwest Christian Outreach, Inc. U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
P.O. Box 455 LOMBARD, IL
Lombard, IL 60148-0455 FATIS AL
)
the
Forwarding and Return Postage Guaranteed.
Address Correction Requested. “Have | now become your enemy by telling you the truth?”
-Galatians 4:16-

~ We have a weekly Monday night
! “Defending the Faith”
meeting from 7:30-9:00 P.M.

Call (630) 627-9028
for details and directions.

Midwest Christian Outreach, Inc. works with several other
ministries that operate help lines. The information on these lines is
changed on a weekly basis. Individuals can call anonymously and simply
listen, or they can request additional information. If they desire to speak
to someone immediately, they are referred to our LIVE line.

The phone numbers for the pre-recorded lines are:
For Jehovah’s Witnesses:

® (630) 556-4551

® (815) 498-2114

For Mormons:
® (630) 736-8365

® (630) 627-9028

(312) 774-8187
(502) 927-9374

LIVE LINE:

~—YCHANGING THE WORLD WITH EVERY CALL

= 1803180217

Support our Ministry, Switch Your
Long Distance Carrier To:




