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it about Christmas
that draws us every year to celebrations
of this holiday? What is so special about
Christmas?

Christmas is a special time because of the happiness it
brings. It’s a time of giving and receiving, a family time, a time
when we feel especially close to friends and loved ones. It is a
time of happy reminiscing; remembering the carefree happy days
of our childhood. We hear an old favorite carol, we catch the
scent of balsam, we see the bright lights; and then, if we're lucky,
we get that blanket of white, and we are transported back to

& lighter days. Yes, Christmas is a happy time.

Yet, if we were to talk to counselors, we would find the
picture is not all rosy at Christmas. Suicide is up and depression
is rampant ... Does this mean Christmas is not a very special
time after all? No ... the opposite is true. Aren't people sad be-
cause they know it is a special time, and the holiday they are
experiencing just doesn't live up to the expectations of the day
that they hold in their hearts? Some folks are grieving over a
recent loss. Perhaps this is the first Christmas without mom, or
dad, a beloved spouse, or a child. Christmas heartache is the
worst heartache of all. The bright gaiety of the season might
even seem to mock their pain.

Some are sad because they are pining for the ideal child-
hood Christmases of hazy memory. What current Christmas
could compare with the Christmases of innocence? For some
people, it may be the years when their children were small
that they miss most of all. It is such a joy to see
Christmas magic reflected in the eyes of
a child.

Or, maybe the opposite is
true ... Many people are pining for
the ideal Christmas or the ideal
childhood they never had. Not all
families are happy; not all child-
hoods are ideal.

Maybe it’s a simpler thing ...
Do we miss the carefree days when
someone clse was making the day
special for us? I think women es-
pecially feel this keenly because
women, as a rule, are the ones who
feel the greatest responsibility to
make the holidays special for their

The Merry Gentelmen Are Resting. . .
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~ “God Rest You
e Merry Gentlemen,” the
' carol says. And what are the

merry ladies doing while the merry gen-
tlemen are resting? They are out there killing themselves at the
mali!!! Then today, as never before, women are caught in a vi-
cious time squeeze. Much more likely than their mothers to be
working full time, they still try to do it all. And what often hap-
pens? Work and entertaining overload meets energy and appreci-
ation deficit.

But there is something even more special about Christmas,
isn't there, that produces a longing in us, a yearning for some-
thing. What is it?

We mourn the passing of the innocent faith of childhood.
We long to believe in someone or something again ... long to see
goodness in the world, to believe in peace on earth, to experience
sharing and caring, giving, and loving. We want to believe there
really is a good God in heaven and to feel His presence in our
lives.

What happens to us in our lives that robs us of this childlike
joy, this childlike love of goodness and peace? Life happens,
doesn't it? We tend to develop a layer of cynicism as we grow up.

(Continued on page 2)
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We've seen more fighting and strife than peace on earth. We've witnessed selfishness

and greed and, if we're honest, we have to admit we've participated in it as well. We've

seen televangelists fall into disgrace, and priests and ministers stand accused of sexual

escapades and child molestation. Yes, even those we classify as "good people" have ~
bad side, don't they? So we have become disillusioned, and it has made us wary 2y
believing in anything or anyone again. And our faith in a good God has been shaken by

the evil we see in the world around us. We keenly feel the disappointment of seeing the

world as it is, not as we once believed it was.

m €-mail: mco@goshen.net The Christmas carol, "I Heard The Bells On Christmas Day,” really sums up what
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with peace on earth, goodwill to men.

Much of the appeal of Christmas is the renewal of hope and faith. At Christmas

_ time our cynical "adult self" is reminded through carol, candle, and whatever else it is
- about Christmas, of our childhood hopefulness, our childlike trust in the ultimate tri-
umph of God and His goodness. Peace on earth; goodwill toward men!

' The notion calls us, strikes a longing chord within us, and reawakens our need to

- believe in something greater than ourselves. We want to experience God's presence in-

our lives. I think that often, even very secular people do really feel some of the presenc
of God at Christmas time. People may impersonalize His felt presence by calling tw

"Christmas spirit,” but I feel it is no less than the tug of the Almighty that warms our

. hearts.

o But then, after Christmas, God is often put away, up in the attic, with the lights

~ and the trimmings and the little nativity scene. Why do we do that? Why do we distance
ourselves from the love and goodness, indeed the God, that we all need?

Most people tend to see God as way up there, while they are way down here. The
gulf between our sinfulness and God's holiness seems too large to bridge ... Human
beings really do not understand the love God has for them, and they often view God in
almost an antagonistic light. They don't know what it is He wants from them.

What does God want from us? If you took a survey among the people you know,
asking them what God requires from them in order to gain His acceptance, what do you
think they might answer? I think most people would say God wants us to be good; to
keep the ten commandments, to follow the golden rule. God wants us to go to church.
God wants us to give to the poor, be kind to strangers, be nice to our family members.
Some people might stress the "don'ts" over the "do’s.” Don't get drunk, don't cuss or
swear, don't smoke cigarettes.

And how well do people succeed in living up to the expectations they think God
~ has of them? Not very well, do they? So I believe the reason most people put God away

~ with the trimmings is that trying to be good, when you're human, is like trying to get
~ over an impossibly high wall without a ladder! People do make the effort to run up
against that wall, to try to scramble over, but grow weary of the game when they fall
back every time. So I think it is with some sadness, some sense of loss that we go our
way, and try not to think of the ways we fall short.

- But it doesn't have to be this way! The good news of Christmas is that God does

not want us to give Him something. God wants us to receive something from Him! It's

a FREE GIFT, with no strings attached! No matter how many Christmases you have

lived, whether 20 or 50, you may have missed the best gift of all!

John 3:16 "For God s0 loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son}-

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life."

Ephesians 2:8-9 "For it is by grace you have been saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not by works, so that no man can boast."
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Here's God's Christmas gift to us; He wants us to receive
something ... the gift of His Son and gift of salvation.

What does this gift cost us? That's a silly question, isn't it?
Gifts, if they are truly gifts, don't cost the receiver, do they? If it
has a price tag, it's not a gift, is it? Have you ever been offered a
"gift" to hostess a Tupperware party, or to open an account at a
bank? We know they are not truly gifts at all; they're rewards.
We have to earn them.

Why would we want God's Christmas gift anyway? What
do we gain by the "salvation" offered to us by God? It means the
forgiveness of our sins, the release of a debt we have no hope of
paying. We all owe a debt to God. We've done things wrong:
we've violated God's rules, broken his commandments. We have
all failed to love as we should, failed to forgive the failures of
others. We have done unto others what we certainly would not
want done to ourselves! Isn't this the reason we put God away?

How do we react when we owe someone an impossible
debt? We avoid them ... We see the person coming, and we cross
the street to the other side of
the road. Fear, guilt, and
pride are relationship killers.

So the release of this
debt that allows for our rec-
onciliation to God is the best
gift anyone could receive. Je-
sus died to pay for our sins,
so that the Father can declare
our debt has been paid in full.
Colossians 2:14 tells us our
10U was nailed to the cross.

It's as if God is now say-
ing to you and me, "Hey,
don't avoid me. I covered
your debt. I love you; put your
pride away and come to me."

The question is, will we
accept his love and forgive-
ness or spurn His precious
gift? It's up to us. I could
stand here all day holding out
to you a gift of great value,
but until you take it, it is of no
value to you!

People have been mak-
ing this choice since the gift
was first offered in the first
century.

John 1:11-12 "He
came unto His own, but His
own did NOT receive Him.
Yet to all who received
Him, to those who believed
in His name, He gave the
right to become children of
God."”

There are two things to
notice in this passage. First of all, many people did not receive
God's gift. And secondly, only those who do receive it become
children of God! Many people today believe everyone is a child
of God. And many do not understand what it means to "believe
in Jesus,” confusing that concept with believing things about
God or Jesus. It's the difference between knowing facts about a
person and actually knowing the person.

John 17:3 "This is eternal life, that they may know you,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent."

We gain eternal life by knowing God the Father and Jesus

. . . While The Merry Ladies Are Out
Killing Themselves At The Mall.

personally. But what does it mean to receive Christ, to believe in
Him, to know Him? Let's use the example of Bill Clinton. Since
he was elected, I have learned a great deal about him, but do I
know him? No. Chelsea does, Hillary does, but I do not. And if I
continue to learn things about Bill Clinton from now until
doomsday, will I actually know him any more than I do now? Of
course not! Many people make this very mistake about Jesus,
though.

gJesus, in speaking about the judgment day, talked about this
common mistake people obviously have made down through the
centuries.

Matthew 7:22 "Many will say to me in that day, 'Lord,
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name
cast out demons, and in your name perform many
miracles?' "

Note that these were religious people. They called Jesus
"Lord,” obviously considering themselves to be Christians. They
had done many good things, even performed miracles in the
name of Christ. But how did
Jesus respond to these folks?

Matthew 7:23 "And I will
declare to them, I never
knew you!"

You see, in Christianity, it's
not what you do, but who you
know that matters. And to
know someone involves per-
sonal contact.

Romans 10:9-10 "If you
confess with your mouth Je-
sus as Lord, and believe in
your heart that God raised
Him from the dead, you
shall be saved."

This is the believing part.
These are the specific things
we must believe and confess
about Jesus in order to be
saved ... that He is God
Almighty, the Lord, and that
He was raised from the dead.
Yet, many people do believe
these things without knowing
Jesus any more than I know
President Clinton by possess-
ing knowledge of him. The
problem is they have never
received Him!

In order to actually get to
know President Clinton, what
must [ do? I must meet him!
Perhaps I could call him up
on the phone ... "Hi Bill, this
is Joy here ... I've been want-
ing to get to really know you!"
Well, okay, realistically that
probably won't work with President Clinton. I probably wouldn't
get past his secretary if I could get that far, even if | was a Demo-
crat! But with Jesus, you can get right through. He will person-
ally answer your call!

Romans 10:13 "For whoever will call upon the name of
the Lord will be saved."

How do we call Jesus? Is there a communications system
that connects heaven and earth? Yes, it's called prayer. Pray to
Jesus. Acknowledge your debt and ask Him personally for His

(Continued on page 11)
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[ t's the day after
you're pulling out the
attic and setting up the tree
doorbell. You mumble
this always happens when
at the door, you are met by
think to yourself, "Great.
from some Jehovah's Wit-

Thanksgiving,
decorations from the
when you hear the
something about how
you're busy. Arriving/'
two smiling faces. You
| ran all this way just to hear
nesses.”

"Hi,” they begin, "We're a couple of ministers in your
neighborhood and we're asking people about the real meaning of
Christmas ... " They proceed to give you the Watchtower Bible
and Tract Society’s spiel about the pagan roots of Christmas:
how 1t came from Roman sun worship and therefore it is wrong
for Christians to celebrate it:

“You might be surprised to learn that Christ-
mas was not instituted by Jesus Christ nor was it
celebrated by him or his first-century disciples. In
fact, there is no record of a Christmas celebration
until 300 years after Christ died.

“Many people living in those days worshipped
the sun, as they felt a strong dependence on its
yearly cycle. Elaborate ceremonies accompanied
sun worship in Europe, Egypt, and Persia. The
central theme in these festivals was the return of
light. The sun, because of its seeming weakness
during winter, was implored to return from 'distant
wanderings.' Festivals included merrymaking,
feasting, dancing, decorating homes with lights
and ornaments, and gift-giving. Do these activities
sound familiar?

“Sun worshipers believed that the unburned
wood of a Yule log had magic powers, that bonfires
could give the sun-god strength and bring him back
to life, that houses decorated with evergreens
would scare away demons, that holly was to be
worshipped as a promise of the sun's return, and
that sprigs of mistletoe could bring good luck if
worn as charms. What celebration are these items
associated with today?

‘December was a major festival month in pa-
gan Rome long before Christmas was introduced
there. The week-long Saturnalia (dedicated to Sat-
urn, the god of agriculture) and the Dies Natalis
Solis Invicti (Birthday of the Unconquered Sun)
took place at this time. Also, December 25 was re-
garded as the birthday of Mithras, the Persian god
of light.

“Therefore, true Christians today do not cele-
brate Christmas. While their position may seem
strange to others, they view traditions as did Jesus.

by Michael Ervolina

~. When asked: ‘Why is it
ciples overstep the tradition of
of former times?’ he replied: ‘Why
also overstep the commandment
because of your tradition?’ And he
added: "You have made the word
of God invalid because of your
tradition.’-Matthew 15:2, 3, 6.

“True Christians today manifest unity with
Jesus by practicing ‘the form of worship that is
clean and undefiled,’ untarnished by the pagan tra-
ditions of men.-James 1:27." (“Why Christmas Is
Not for Christians.” Awake’™, 12/8/91: 12-13)

You begin to wonder if they're right about this issue. 4re
they right? Must we reject any and all customs or practices with
"pagan roots"? In the interest of fairness, we thought we would
let the Watchtower Society answer the questions for us (really!).

Question #1: Is a custom, holiday, etc., to be rejected if;
it was first practiced by pagans?

"Some customs that were once religious in
nature no longer are in many places. For example,
the wedding ring once had religious significance,
but in most places today, it no longer does. Hence,
many true Christians accept the local custom of
wearing a wedding ring to give evidence that a per-
son is married. In such matters, what generally is
influential is whether a practice is now linked to
false religion." (Italics in original.) (Watchtower**,
9/1/92: 30)

So, even though wedding rings are of pagan origin, they are
"OK" because their origin is not important. What is important,
says the Watchtower, is how wedding rings (or other customs)
are viewed now.

Question #2: Does a religious practice that has false reli-
gious meaning in another contemporary culture mean that
Christians have nothing to do with it?

"The fact that the bull was an object of wor-
ship in the Northern Kingdom of Israel did not
make the bulls at Solomon's temple idols. Simi-
larly, the fact that various creatures, plants and
heavenly bodies —all part of God's creative
works— have been and still are being given vener-
ation would not in itself make them unacceptable
for decorative or ornamental purposes. Many
things that were at one time worshipped by the an-
cients have lost their idolatrous significance and
are generally regarded as being merely ornamen-
tal.” (Italics in original.) (Watchtower, 5/15 72: 295)
This Watchtower brings out an interesting point on the sim-

ilarities/differences of religious customs. In the Northern King-
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dom, bulls were an object of false religious worship and in the
Southern Kingdom they were a part of true worship. Here the
Watchtower presents us with a case of contemporary similarity:;
the same symbol, the bull, being used in similar ways by both
true and false worshippers within the same historical time frame.

- Historical similarity, as in the case of Christmas, wedding rings,
etc., is when a present-day custom has some commonality with a
past culture.

"It is thus seen that the precise origin of the
wedding ring is uncertain. Even if it were a fact that
pagans first used wedding rings, would that rule
such out for Christians? Not necessarily. Many of
today's articles of clothing and aspects of life origi-
nated in pagan lands. The present time divisions of
hours, minutes, and seconds are based on an early
Babylonian system. Yet, there is no objection to a
Christian's using these time divisions, for one's do-
ing so does not involve carrying on false religious
practices.

“Really, the question is not so much whether
wedding rings were first used by pagans but
whether they were originally used as part of false
religious practices and still retain such religious sig-
nificance.” (Italics in original.) (Watchtower,
1/15/72: 63)

Here the Watchtower brings out that many things had their
origins in paganism. However, pagan origination does "[n]ot
necessarily" rule out its use. What is important is whether such
a practice "still retain[s] such religious significance.” This, of
course, directly contradicts the Watchtower of 5/15/72, as quoted
above, which based evaluation of a practice on each culture's
view of the practice and not if it had "religious significance.”

Question #3: What about other practices with pagan
origins? Are Christians duty bound to reject them?

On other "pagan"” practices, such as flowers at funerals, the
Watchtower reasons as follows:

"When someone dies, is it proper for Chris-
tians to give flowers to the family or to send flowers
to the funeral home? In some lands it is customary

cluded garlands and palm trees. (1 Kings 6:18, 29,
32) Clearly, pagan use of flowers or garlands did
not mean that true worship[p]ers always had to
avoid using them.-Acts 14:13

“It is similar with some funeral customs.
Egyptians customarily embalmed the dead. The
faithful patriarch Joseph did not automatically re-
act, 'This is a pagan custom, so we Hebrews must
avoid it.' Rather, he ‘commanded his servants, the
physicians, to embalm his father,’ evidently so that
Jacob could be buried in the Promised Land.
(Genesis 49:29-50:3)

“‘Recall from the encyclopedia that some
‘leave bouquets wrapped in ferns by the body after
death and then pour floral perfume over the corpse
to ease its passage into the sacred afterlife.’ That
there might be such a custom does not mean that
God's servants must shun anything similar.

“Still, all kinds of objects, designs, and prac-
tices have, at some time or place, been given a
false interpretation or have been linked with un-
scriptural teachings. Trees have been worshipped,
the heart shape has been viewed as sacred, and
incense has been used in pagan ceremonies. Does
this mean that a Christian must never use incense,
have trees in any decoration, or wear heart-shaped
jewelry? That is not a valid conclusion.

“Would following a custom indicate to others
that | have adopted unscriptural beliefs or prac-
tices? The time period and location could influence
the answer. A custom (or design) might have had
a false religious meaning millenniums ago or might
have such today in a distant land. But without go-
ing into time-consuming investigation, ask your-
self: 'What is the common view where | live?'-
Compare 1 Corinthians 10:25-29.

“Pagans have long used floral incense in
their ceremonies, but it was not wrong for God's
people to employ incense in true worship."
(Watchtower, 10/15/91: 30-31)

to do so. But using flowers at funerals has at times
had a religious meaning. So let us examine the
matter in some detail, especially since there are
other customs that may seem to have similar links
to false religion. Note comments from The Ency-
clopedia of Religion (1987):

" 'Flowers are connected to the sacred realm
through their association with gods and goddesses.
Flora, the Roman goddess of springtime and flow-
ers, brings beauty and fragrance to blossoms ...
Deities may be appeased and worshipped ...
through the offering of food and flowers. The asso-
ciation of flowers with rituals of death occurs all
over the world. The Greeks and Romans covered
the dead and their graves with flowers. The souls
of dying Buddhists in Japan are carried upward on
a lotus, and the gravestones in cemetaries may
rest on carved lotuses ... Tahitians leave bou-
quets wrapped in ferns by the body after death and
then pour floral perfume over the corpse to ease its
passage into the sacred afterlife ... Flowers may
also be present at sacred times in the form of in-
cense or perfume ...’

“Flowers are part of God's good gifts for the
living to enjoy. (Acts 14:15-17; James 1:17) His
created floral beauty has been used in true wor-
ship. The lampstand in the tabernacle was deco-
rated with ‘flowers of almond ... and blossoms.’
(Exodus 25:31-34) Engravings in the temple in-

So use of flowers for funerals, though clearly a practice
with pagan origins, is not avoided by Jehovah's Witnesses. Like-
wise, embalming of the dead, another pagan practice, is not
avoided. The above Watchtower's comments are worth noting
again:

"The time period and location could influence
the answer. A custom (or design) might have had

a false religious meaning millenniums ago or might

have such today in a distant land. But without go-

ing into time-consuming investigation, ask your-

self: 'What is the common view where | live?' "

(Ibid.: 31)

So the Watchtower argues that it is NOT the origin of the
practice but its meaning in the present culture that should deter-
mine its acceptance or rejection by Christians.

To sum up the points:

1) Wedding rings, even though of pagan origin, can be used
by Jehovah's Witnesses, because the meaning of them in the pre-
sent culture is different.

2) Symbols used in pagan worship can be used because
their significance has changed over time. In the case of contem-
porary symbolism (in the case of bulls), it is how the symbol is
viewed by the culture, not the symbol itself,

3) Flowers at funerals, again of clear pagan origin, are al-
lowed by Jehovah's Witnesses if the practice is accepted in the
culture.

(Continued on page 11)
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was bom into a Brah-

man family 27 years ago,

one of the most orthodox
castes of Hinduism in India. I
was raised by parents and grandparents
who adhered to high moral standards. As
the first grandson bom to miy loving grand-
parents, I was their favorite and had the privilege of vis-
iting several sacred Hindu places and participating in
rituals with them. My grandparents followed a very or-
thodox life style: they worshipped gods, fasted, recited
slokas (Sanskrit poems) every day by the family altar,
visited the Hindu temple, and performed temple rituals
every week.

My parents were also religious and always used
good reasoning 1o expose why rituals were performed
before performing them. Because of this, I performed rituals with more zeal. If,
for some reason, I had no clue why certain things were done, I justified to my-
self they were done for good reasons only.

As Hindus, we believed in several gods, and our ultimate objective was
1o realize the unification with "Para-Brahma," the godhead. Hinchuiism sub-
scribes to several ways to reach this objective, which fall under four broad cate-
gones: Rajah Yoga, Bhakti Yoga, Karma Yoga, and Guyana Yoga. Rajah
Yoga covers all mental exercises, like meditation, contemplation, chanting.
and Hata Yoga (the exercise Yoga). Bakthi is the devotion to either concepts
or idols. Karma Yoga teaches one to focus on the duties of one's life. And
Guyana Yoga prescribes to knowledge.

Nore of these methods opposed each other, They simply were the many
ways one could choose to reach his final objective, Depending on the way one
chooses, his final destination is either Moksha, Samathi. Brahman, Mukti.
self-realization, pure consciousness, etc. Thus, Hinduism is both pluralistic
and pantheistic.

As I entered my teens, my brother and 1 had to participate in
"Upanayanam," a ceremony that started the second phase of life: bachelor-
hood. Every Brahman male had to go through this ceremony before marriage.
This phase of life was 10 be dedicated to godly pursuits. We were tanght to
follow several ritualistic practices to aid us. We performed ritual chanting and
special breathing exercises, recited secret mantras hundreds of times, and wor-
shipped the sun god every day in the moming and evening as a part of a wor-
ship called "Sandya Vandanam " We performed rituals before and after eat-
ing, wore sacred marks on our forehead, and wore a sacred thread. My entire
life style changed considerably in order to keep up with the rituals. In spite of
the monotony, the life style was fascinating, because I felt I was on the road to
self-realization. This continued for about four years.

Slowly, my lif¢ leveled out but, still, I had not attained "Brahman." Liv-
ing in India, I observed others who had experienced Upanayanam several
vears before I did, such as my father, grandfather, uncles, temple priests, and
other Brahmans. To my surprise, they were in no way closer than I was to the
state of self-realization which we were all supposed to attain. This discouraged
me. But instead of giving up, I decided to become more serious about my pur-
suit, because I believed Brahman did exist and the mistake was ours for not
being steadfast in our methods. For some reason, about two years after my Up-
anayanam, the rituals, the undertying purposes behind them, and my eager-
ness 1o reach self-realization thrust me into a spiritual pilgrimage. I seriously

One of the newest members of Midwest Christian
Outreach, Inc., Ravi Narasimhan, tells how he went. . .
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searched for the answer in achieving Brahman

For years, I pursued the methods I learned without compromising com-
mon sense. But when I finally took a look at miyself, I found only deep empti-
ness. Ending my life, at that point, seemed the greatest suggestion my rational
mind could think of But a terrifying dream about death changed my thinking
overnight. I didn't want to die, | wanted to live. I felt if 1 had to live, | must have
a purpose. And if I had a purpose, I wanted to find it. I believed that when I
reached the state of complete self-realization, I would live out the answer, and
iy living would reflect my purpose in life.

Being the sole authority of my life, I granted miyself an entire lifetime to
discover its purpose. This time, [ decided to be as sincere as I could in my ef-
forts and use &l my common sense in this pursuit. | also decided to be open to
other options. I assumed one rule to apply to this quest: I should be willing to
put effort into it. After all, it only scemed logical; if T wanted something, I must
work for it. If what I wanted was worth a lot, it would require proportional
effort.

1 did not isolate miyself from my family and friends during this process.
I helped others when I chose to and often went out of my way. I respected my
parents and other elders when they didn't interfere with my, admittedly, child-
ish objectives. I was not a bad person in my own eyes. Even if | did bad things,
the good always seemed to more than compensate for the bad. This made me
feel good about myself. Several people thought T was a wonderful child, anc
this mattered to me a lot. T wanted to be liked by everyone to dull the blows of ™
the termible inner emptiness. But, however noble serving others scemed, it did
not fill my loneliness. Nonetheless, for the next few vears | spent several dedi-
cated hours each day toward understanding the purpose of my life.

My family was closely knit — my uncles and grandparents played a ma-
Jor role in several family matters. The issue that concemed them most was my
education. In order to help me focus on my high school studies in Madras,
India, my uncle decided to enroll me in a Transcendental Meditation class.
After a few wecks, T experienced several seemingly good effects: 1 slept for
only two to three hours a day and felt fresh throughout the day, my pulse rate
went down to the fifties; I scemed to have more energy; and I was able to spend
more time studying. While I Iiked the effects, the emptiness [ felt inside re-
mained the same. 1 was hoping the emptiness would disappear afier some
time but, instead, the meditation started unraveling its side effects: vibrations in
my body and restlessness.

I'was aware that some people who practiced Transcendental Meditation
wound up losing their sanity. I knew Ihad to stop right away. There were other
ways to self-realization, so I switched to Simplified Kundalini Yoga (SKYY)
which, seemingly, had the answers. 1 also took up martial arts class after being
impressed by the peacefiil looking masters in the movies. It scemed they knew
the purpose of life. I was serious about both SKYY and martial arts and received
my black belt and also took a course to teach SKY.

Being rooted in Indian methods, trying to look for the solution in Chris-
tianity was totally out of the question. I thought many Christians were hyp-
ocrites who conveniently changed their belief system to accommodate any-
thing they wanted to do. In fact, a lot of my friends perceived Christians in
India as people without conscience, mostly because of the British rule in India
for 200 years, from which we did not hear a single good story about the Chris-
tian fath. ~

In 1991, I moved to Chicago to pursue my Master’s Degree in Com-
puter Science at Northem Illinois University (NIU). I was 21, and I brought
iy emptiness along. By this time, I was accustomed to failures in my pilgrim-
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age and was almost convinoed I could spend a few more years in my spirimal
quest and it would have got me nowhere. But not quite ... I decided to turn to
the Viedas, the ancient Hindu scriptures for answers, I remember my mother
having said to me that our family was to follow the Rig Veda, so I found some
books in a library that explained the Rig Vedas. They made no sense to me.
plified the Vedas. The author elaborated the fundamental concepts of Hin-
duism, yet, he never answered my deepest question.

So, I turned to science for miy answer. [ became interested in some of the
best sellers on Quantum Theory, written by an Indian doctor. The author elab-
orated the seeming truths of the universe from a Hindu perspective. His books
caught my attention, and I spent several months reading them. He even used
his experience from Transcendental Meditation to explain several concepts. I
thought I had missed out on these teachings during my meditation days. Nev-
ertheless, T was terrified by the recollection of the side effects of Transcendental
Meditation and never wanted to try it again. The author claimed he enabled
cancer patients o respond well to chemotherapy by removing their guilt from
their minds. He established the connection between mind, body, and the pres-
ence of infelligence in every cell of the body. There were many more things he
claimed to be true.

The only thing I really learned from his books was that guilt would catch
up with us someday, somehow before we died. This is simply the law of
Karma. Tknew I had done at least a few things wrong in my life. But, when-
ever they bothered me, I just shut them out. On the other hand, I thought,
What if there are no absolute standards for right and wrong? Or, what if |
could rationalize my guilt by blaming ny wrongdoings on my circumstances,
ny childhood, peer pressure, or on something else? Then I need not be guilty
of anything. It seemed like a great idea but never scemed to work T believed
ﬂmmntxmalnﬂmestarmrdm.&n,amso,glﬁkmm
the major issue in my life then: self-realization was.

Since I could not find any answer to convince me of the truth, | some-
times challenged my friends with the question, "What is the purpose of your
Ife?" It struck some like a lightning bolt. Some gave answers but, usually, T

. quickly discounted them as false. I was surprised no one gave an answer that
made me even consider his or her reason. Deep inside I longed to reach the
end of my quest.

It was in 1991 when I happened to meet Sophia. She was a Christian
from India. We worked together in the computer ab at NIU and became good
ﬁéemksmaslmﬁrm.Sonﬂhrm,dMIgamalmmsaﬁmmdiﬁm
n religious beliefs surfaced. One time 1 asked her my favorite question, "What
is the purpose of your life?" "To glorify God." she replied, sincerely and casu-
ally, as if it was so simple. I was astonished. My ego was so big, I ignored her
answer and asked more questions to cover up my surprise.

That day, deep inside me, T felt a heavy jolt. What Sophia said scemed
plausible. Maybe there really was a God, external to me, who knew every-
thing, including my emptiness and the reason why I exist? But, I was so
muglﬁ@nﬁhsclfmhmﬁmﬂhadmamnqiafanaﬁmnl&dsqnmte
from me. To glorify this God would mean to live a life worthy of the reason |
exist. I thought, Is it possible it's so simple I've missed it? T had heard a few
noble answers to my question, "What is the purpose of your life?" such as: "To
help others," "To serve my family," "To become rich and give to the poor,"
and a few others. But, I knew deep within me, even when I did such acts of
ldmmcm,mennjwmstodelmnsumemot}mﬂmlwsgood,mloaﬂd
feel good about miyself. Thus, my sacrifical services were selfish.

A multitude of questions and thoughts welled up within me. How could
aﬁnmlemﬁgimlﬂeﬂniﬂanity,wi&meGod,soemﬂyetplainaﬂyﬂﬁng;
wiﬂlel-ﬁndldml,thcamiﬂnldjgimwﬂhsc\ﬁalnﬂlﬁongods, several
schools of thought, several ways, and several rituals, obscure things??? Tf Hin-
duism had the answer, how could I have missed it after so much effort? And
what about the millions of other Hindus?

Sophia's answer to my question, "What is the purpose of 1ife?" was not
unique, because Hindu temple priests in India would have given the same an-
swer. They would have said their purpose was to glorify god too. But, what
Cleaned, decorated, and even put their gods to sleep.

I fully understood what Sophia said. She meant her purpose in life was

to glorify Jesus Christ. What troubled me now the most was that if there was a
God, glorifying this God could very well be the purpose of my life. And this
would mean that I should know who this true God was.

T'had read some history books and knew Jesus was a man, like any of the
thousands of saints in India. In India, there are several gurus who claim they
are god, or claim to have contact with god, or can show you the way to self-
realization. | assumed that Christ was like one of the gurus. Having been
stumped by Sophia's answer, [ wanted to prove to miyself Christianity was false
by proving Jesus Christ was just another good guy whom people had given life
1o and made their God. So I set out to prove Christ was a gimmick by investi-

I attended a few church services and tried to stump the pastors with
tricky philosophical questions. If they couldn't answer me right away, I never
bothered to give them another chance. I threw rocks at Christianity. But, in
spite of this, I learned a few Christian facts like: Christ was brutally killed on a
cross, Christ claimed that He died for the sins of humanity, He supposedly
came back to life in three days; and He was kind and loving,

Sophia invited me to a Christian retreat where an Indian pastor took
time to explain a major difference between any religion and Christianity. He
said that in all religions we make the effort to go to god; while in Christianity,
God comes to where we are. I thought to miyself, "WOW!!!" This caught my
attention. How T wished this was true! After 12 years of search, I now heard
that the ommipresent God was right by me. Even before I could start to imag-
ine this possibility, my family, culture, tradition, and heritage flashed before
me. How could I even think about believing this? T hated Christianity, and my
parents and several others I knew in India had similar opinions. In spite of the
fact that I felt his explanation could be true, I chose to deny the possibility. 1
stopped asking tricky questions. I was afraid I might find the answer in Chris-
tanity.

A few weeks passed and I still could not ignore the fact that Christianity
might have held the answer for me. The truth is, [ was too scared to find out
becanse of the cultural taboo. But, I reasoned, if this God existed, He would
resolve all my problems. He could take care of the consequences of my quest.
If T ever find this God, the True God, I will never have to worry about the cul-
unalamsmEvmaﬂathkﬂdng&mghﬂﬁs,ldidmrmmemy
guard completely. I made a final attempt to find fault with the Bible. Someone
had given me a copy of the New Testament.

After reading the first chapter from the book of John, I understood Jesus
was the Word of God, God's expression. Chapter two talked about Jesus' mira-
cles, so I figured He was not an ordinary man. In chapter three, Jesus talked
about being born again — this was truly fascinating. The concept of reincama-
tion, as I understood it, was not a physical birth and death but a mental onc.
When Jesus said we had to be born again, it made a lot of sense to me. T knew
He was telling me about a new life — like starting a new resolution on New
Year’s Day exoept, this time, for real —with a brand new nature of Jesus,

I began to realize I would have to submit to Christ and forfeit self-
mﬁmﬂmﬁxﬂﬂa&lizaﬁm%lmﬂwasammfmgem
Bible also mentioned that "God so loved the world that He gave His one and
only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting
life." When I read chapter four, where Jesus talked to the woman at the well
arﬂtddhaifsindrm&kﬁswﬂa,stmnsd‘]nmgumer\mﬂd flow
from within her, so she wouldn't have to keep traveling to
the well, it all clicked. I was running around trying to fill
my emptiness, and Christ was saying He would not
only fill it, but fill it in such a way that it
would overflow. So if T accepted Christ's
help, I need not seek other things to fill my
emptiness, This was the solution I was
looking for.

Jesus claimed that by just believing in
Him, this was possible. The ransom had
been paid in full for all humanity. The Way
had been paved for everyone to pass through
thought process, He was very near. All I had to do was take one

(Continued on page 11)
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he ICC (International Churches of Christ) are orthodox
with regard to such doctrines as the deity of Christ, the
Tri-unity of the Godhead, inspiration of the Scriptures,
etc.. They err primarily in their view of salvation and
authoritarian control. As we have pointed out in
previous issues, the ICC holds that one must
be a disciple with a discipler over him before
he can become a Christian. In a series such
as this, it is difficult to deal exhaustively
with the errors associated with a shepherd-
ing group such as the ICC, and we recom-
mend Flavil Yeakley's The Discipling
Dilemma or Rick Bauer's Toxic Christianity
for those interested in doing further research
on this subject.
CONTEXTUAL READING

As we stated in the last issue, the
Bible should be interpreted using the
same rules as we would use to interpret
other literature. We must ask certain
questions in order to understand what the
Bible writers intended to convey. The ques-
tions are: Who is writing?, Who are they writ-
ing to?. When are they writing?, What are they say-
ing?, and How does it apply to me? It is a severe mishandling
of any text to try to mix, match, and distort in order to support
a particular teaching. We will look at several of the ICC's key
texts in context in an effort to bring clarity to the issue of baptism
and salvation.

"BAPTISM NOW SAVES YOU"

The ICC partially quotes 1Peter 3:21 and then smugly says,
"What could be more clear? Baptism now saves you." We agree
that baptism saves us, but does our saving baptism spoken of in
this verse involve our getting wet? The text actually teaches the
opposite. '

the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought
safely through the water. And corresponding to that, baptism
now saves you — not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an
appeal to God for a good conscience — through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ" (1Peter 3:20-21, NASB). The context leading up
to this quote has to do with suffering for righteousness and uses
Christ as the supreme example.

In verse 20, we are told that eight souls were saved by wa-
ter. What does the water represent? God's judgment. Did the
eight souls get wet??? NO! They were in the ark and stayed dry,
being preserved from God's judgment while the ark got wet. The

'..who once were disobedient, when the patience of
(God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of

ark, representing Christ, took God's punishment in their place
while they "were brought safely through the water" or delivered
from judgment. Peter further clarifies this in verse 21 by stating,
"1 ot the putting away of the filth of the flesh" (KJV). This -
baptism is not an outward action which can be per-
formed by mere men, "but the answer of a good~
conscience toward God” (KJV). It is an in-
ward cleansing, performed by God Himself.
Paul carries this same theme throughout his
writings. In 1Corinthians 12:13 he writes,
"F or by one Spirit we were all baptized
into one body ...". This is an
action the Spirit performs
when we believe. He
immerses or places
us into the body of
Christ. In Romans
6:3 Paul writes that
we are baptized (or
placed) into Jesus'
death. We were buried
with Him, not like
Him, when He
was buried, since
we were bap-
tized (or placed,
or immersed)
into His death
(vs:4)We should live
as resurrected ones for we were resurrected
with Him (vss:5-8). There is not a word in this
passage about water. These works are all performed by God's
Holy Spirit, supernaturally, to those who believe. Again, no hu
man minister can superimpose himself into this saving action.
Yes, this Spirit baptism is necessary for salvation, and only God
saves!!! Man can have no part in saving another man, which is
exactly what salvation by water baptism involves.

In Ephesians 4:5, Paul stated that there is one baptism. In
1Corinthians 12:13 he said, "For by one Spirit we were all bap-
tized into one body...". We must ask ourselves, "Is this 'one bap-
tism' the one that is performed by the Spirit, as Paul teaches, or
by water, as the ICC teaches?”

I have had ICC members point out that "God is not the
author of confusion." In fact, they have said "Whenever a person
is confused about which way to be saved, something is wrong."
We agree. The Jehovah's Witnesses say that true Christianity
was lost off the face of the earth and that they alone represent
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restored Christianity and are preaching the true gospel today.
The Mormon Church makes the same claim. We could continue
listing for several pages the groups that have "cleared up" the
confusion of salvation. They, like the [CC and Church of Christ,
can trace their roots to the Cambellite movement. Most of these
_groups use the Bible to prooftext their teaching, yet they do not
agree on what the Bible teaches. Does mean that God is author-
ing the confusion in the cults; or is it more likely they are confus-
ing themselves by disregarding contextual reading in favor of
defending their special doctrine?
WHY WAS PAUL BAPTIZED?
The question is posed based on Acts 9:17-18; 22:16. If bap-
tism doesn't mean salvation here, why was Paul baptized? First

of all, we cannot build doctrine from histori- cal nar-
rative passages. Not all of the infor- mation
is given; it is only a snapshot of the event

being described.

For example, where in the text
it say Paul wasn't saved during
his encounter with
Jesus Christ?
Where in the text
does it say he was
saved later by
water baptism?

Why  was
Paul baptized?
What do the Scrip-
tures tell us had been
taught up to this point?
At the time of Paul's con-
version and subsequent
baptism, none of
the New Testa-

“ment had been
written. The
Jewish believ-
ers, the sect
known as the
(Acts 9:2), had not
ing to Gentiles but only to
(Acts 11:19) and these Jews were strict
servers of the Mosaic Law (Acts 15:5; 21:20). In
Acts 2, we see that the believers were baptized at the
hands of the apostles in order to receive the sign gifts. In Acts
8:12-16, we see that it was necessary for the apostles to lay hands
on the already-baptized believers in order to bestow the Holy

Spirit on them.

In Acts 9, the account records that Ananias laid hands upon
Paul, who then received his sight and the Holy Spirit. In Acts
22:16 Paul's account includes water baptism. As we draw these
two accounts together, we see that Paul was baptized at the hands
of Ananias and, through that baptism, the Holy Spirit and ac-
companying sign gifts were bestowed. Paul spoke in tongues
(1Corinthians 14:18), he healed the sick (Acts 19:11-12; 28:8-
9), raised the dead (Acts 20:9-10), was bitten by deadly serpents
and was not hurt (Acts 28:5-6). These sign gifts were in force as
a testimony to Israel (1Corinthians 1:22) and Paul points out that
they were signs of a true apostle (2Corinthians 12:12). Paul was
baptized in order to receive the Apostolic sign gifts. If the ICC
were baptizing for the same reason Paul was baptized, they
would naturally be exhibiting these same sign gifts, which
gifts are part and parcel of that baptism.

A PUZZLING PUZZLE

As pointed out previously, the ICC has sev-
eral parts to the "puzzle" of salvation. Salvation
is not a puzzle we must put together just right,
but a gift to be received with joy and gratitude.
The ICC is proclaiming a different gospel. Paul
expressly warns believers against receiving any
gospel other than the one he had preached to them
(Gal. 1:8). The false gospel would not be some entirely for-
eign teaching, but would be a perversion of the true gospel,
thus making it more difficult to spot (Gal.1:7). It is so seri-
ous an offense to pervert the true gospel that Paul says the
perverters should be accursed. The perverted and ac-
cursed gospel is spelled out in clear detail for us in the
third chapter of Galatians. It involved faith, yes, but
faith was only the first piece of the puzzle; works
were necessary to complete the process. The two dif-

ferent gospels look like this:

Christian view......Faith = Salvation + works
Accursed" view.....Faith + Works = Salvation
As we look at the puzzle, we don't see any substantial
difference between the ICC, Jehovah's Witnesses, Islam, Mor-
monism, and many other "boot strap" religions in regard to their
view of salvation. Again, it is true the ICC believes in the deity
of Christ, the Tri-unity of God, and other fundamental doctrines
of the historic Christian faith. But, if you have the wrong view of
salvation, it doesn't matter what else you may have right.

"Brethren, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for them
is for their salvation. For I bear them witness that they have a
zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge” (Romans
10:1-2, the Apostle Paul). Q

They 54;. . . A Picture is Worth
AThousand Words

Don's article on the bottom of the facing page. This strip ¢
and should have a caption that reads: "Mi
reach's finances!".Well, | know that w:
words, but there is need of a few more e
effort to be faithful in providing the highest qu:
assist people in reaching those who are {ost in
other false teachings, while at the same time
of Jesus. However, most of the activity here
of finacial output. We at Midwest Christia
sire to remain faithful to the call God has
Whether it is attending or speaking at :
latest research, one-on-one training, sending out tapes,'ma|l|ng
materials, conducting Bible studies, producing this Journal,
hosting our weekly radio show, operating several 24-hour, pre-

That being the case, take a look Chuck's illustration for is a cost. Not only in money, but in time. We are willing to put in

recorded message lines, as well as, live help lines; or just teach-
ing and preaching the gospel in every and any way we can, there
i you be willing to assist us with the other part? It
lege to serve God and those of you in
sire to continue to do in the most loving
e can. Currently, there are 2,050
Last month, 41 of you contributed
ontributed your time and/or talents.
help others. Please ... first and fore-
fy. Second, if this ministry has blessed
'ou consider a tax-deductible donation
en so that we can concentrate on our
ng the lost for Jesus.
Thank you.

"The Staff"
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We would like to remind our readers in the Make Plans Now

Chicagoland area to tune in to our LIVE, Attend These
call in radio program... 1997 Cop_t;erences! N~
"DEFEND THE FAITH" N4

every Saturday night at 6pm on 106.7 FM, WYLL.
If you cannot receive the broadcast,
or if you missed a show you wanted to hear,
cassette tapes are available for $5.00 each.

NOVEMBER 2:
David Reed, "Blood on the Altar

NOVEMBER 9:
Ron Rhodes, "The Heart of Christianity"

Holy Land Tour

March 12-21, 1997
Co-sponsored by

Midwest Christian Outreach, Inc.
For information call: Fred Greening
630/279-7964
(or call: 630/627-9028)

Defend the Faith Conference

May 1-3, 1997
NOVEMBER 16:  Spomsored by
Rafael Martinez, "Aberrant Churches: A Pentecostal's Midwest Cg‘;z‘i‘;ﬁ;‘fea“m LA |
Perspective Lombard Bible Church
NOVEMBER 23: Lombard, IL

Janice Lyons, "Current Issues In Alternative For information call: 630/627-9028

Medicine"

NOVEMBER 30:
Richard Fisher, "What About Bill Gothard?"

Cornerstone Festival
July 3-6, 1997

Sponsored by
B Jesus People USA |
D!ECEMBER 7: To be hgld in |
Bill Honsberger, "How to Reach a Pagan World" Bushnell, IL '

DECEMBER 14:
Perucci Ferraiuolo, "Disney and the Bible"

For information call: 312/561-2450

Caribben Cult Cruise 1997
DECEMBER 21: July 11-14, 1997 =
Don Matzat, "Christianity and Psychology" Sponsored by
The Association for |
DECEMBER 28: Theological Studies I
To Be Announced.

For information call: 1-800-466-9871

JANUARY 4: (Minn. res. call: 612/566-9480)

Elliot Miller, "Tripping on the Steps to Freedom: ;
"The Theology of Neil Anderson" Witnesses Now For Jesus
Oct. 24-26, 1997
Sponsored by
Personal Freedom Outreach
To be held in
New Ringgold, PA
For information call: 610/381-3661

N T i ol B el i T N N Nl P G T T T T T Nl il P

p—

Have nothing
to do with the
fruitless
deeds of darkness,
but rather

expose them. -
-Ephesians 5:11-
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( Gift --Continued from page 3)
gift of forgiveness. Tell Him you want to receive Him.
. But isn't that too easy? Many people have said that to me. |
%ke to turn it around on them ... WHY SHOULD IT BE HARD?

oes God really want us to receive His gift or not? If I want to
give you a gift, would it make sense to offer it to you but then
make it nearly impossible for you to actually receive it? Receiv-
ing a gift should be easy, and it is!!!

If there are any reading this who realize that although they
have known things about God for all their lives, they have never
really known him, please call on Him today. Receive God's
Christmas gift this Christmas. Q

Love to all,

( Idols--Continued from page 7)

in You Jesus, as You have revealed "

o’
( Roots--Continued from page 5)

4) Embalming of the dead is allowed. This is a religious
practice originating in Babylon and engaged in by Joseph. On
this the Watchtower comments:

"Egyptians customarily embalmed the dead.
The faithful patriarch Joseph did not automatically
react, ‘This is a pagan custom, so we Hebrews
must avoid it." Rather, he ‘commanded his ser-
vants, the physicians, to embalm his father,' evi-

" dently so that Jacob could be buried in the

Promised Land." (Watchtower, 10/15/91: 30)

This quotation is one of the more interesting ones, because
here the Watchtower rightly points out that pagan practices were
taken up by God's people, without their having to consider the
origins of such practices.

5) Use of practices similar to paganism in worship is okay.
Of this the Watchtower said:

"Pagans have long used floral incense in
their ceremonies, but it was not wrong for God's
people to employ incense in  true
worship." (Ibid.30)

So, if we employ the Watchtower's criteria to Christmas, we
would say, "A custom (or design) might have had a false reli-
gious meaning millenniums ago or might have such today in a
distant land. But without going into time-consuming investiga-
tion, ask yourself: "What is the common view where I live? "
\nd, with regards to the pagan practices associated with Christ-
1as we would say, "The faithful patriarch Joseph did not auto-

tically react, 'This is a pagan custom, so we ... must avoid
it ”

The Watchtower presents good and valid arguments regard-

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is given
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heaven
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell
O come to us, abide with us
Our Lord Immanuel
No ear may hear His coming
But in this world of sin
Where meek souls do receive Him still
The new Christ enters in

step of faith. T felt as if Christ was waiting on me just to take this step. In the silence of my heart, with all sincerity, I said, "Tbelieve

This happened early in the moming on March 5, 1994. Words cannot express what happened at that moment. My empti-
ness was gone, just as if it never existed. I felt a deep sense of cleansing, a great peace and satisfaction. I knew this was what I was
looking for, for 12 years, NowaﬁabdmgmﬂnB:HcmﬂvﬂnChnms,lmanmmdmsmm&ﬁnmnydlﬂ'emn
ways in Hinduism have been trying to achieve.

MMMmmWMImmmmmmmmmﬂeﬂm@&pm%'wﬁ

ing wedding rings, flowers, pagan symbols, embalming of the
dead, and the use of incense. However, for some reason, they
refuse to apply the exact same arguments to Christmas and other
cultural celebrations. At best, the Watchtower's position is incon-
sistent. At worst, it’s a case of hypocritical legalism.

So, when the nice Jehovah's Witnesses interrupt your set-
ting up the Christmas tree, take a break and reason with them.
Consider it your "contribution" to their work.

"One man judges one day as above another; an-
other man judges one day as all others; let each man be
fully convinced in his own mind. He who observes a day
observes it to Jehovah." (Romans 14:15,16a, New World
Translation) Q

The Journal would like to thank Michael Ervolina, a -
former third-generation Jehovah's Witness, for un- .~
tangeling this issue's "Spider's Web." He and his wife /
both left the Witnesses in 1987 and accepted Jesus as ' °
their personal Savior. Michael is involved in active discussions
with Witnesses on the Internet and is involved with a national ex-
Jehovah's Witness support group. He and his wife are both active
in the Episcopal Church as Sunday School teachers. They often
start celebrating Christmas in February, just to make up for lost
years.

Joy notes that no discussion of pagan roots would be
complete without considering the pagan roots of the
WTBTS! Pyramidology, y, astrology, numerology,
ecology (oops!) ... If Charles Taze Russell was not a pagan,
we'll have to apologize to King Tut!

*Awake! is a bi-weekly publication of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society,
ak.a. Jehovah's Witnesses.

**Watchtower is a bi-weekly publication of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Soci-
ety, ak.a. Jehovah’'s Witnesses.
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0703 now become your enemy by telling you the truth?"

01 -Galatians 4:16-
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Midwest Christian Outreach, Inc. works with several other
ministries that operate help lines. The information on these lines is |
changed on a weekly basis. Individuals can call anonymously and simply
listen, or they can request additional information. If they desire to speak
to someone immediately, they are referred to our LIVE line.

The phone numbers for the pre-recorded lines are:

For Jehovah’s Witnesses:
® (630) 556-4551
® (312) 774-8187
| ® (502) 927-9374
| ® (815) 498-2114

We have a weekly Monday night
“Defending the Faith”
meeting from 7:30-9:00 P.M.
Call (630) 627-9028
for details and directions.

Be Sure to Visit us in
CIMEIEIRISIPIA)CE

For Mormons:
® (630) 736-8365

LIVE LINE:
® (630) 627-9028

Suppert our Ministry, Switch Your |
Long Distance Carrier To:

‘CHANGING THE WORLD WITH EVERY CALL

=1400316- 0217 1

Our Web Page Address is:

http://www.goshen.net/mco




